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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Community Members Form Orange County Credit Unions for Kids Advisory Board 
ORANGE, Calif. (July 29, 2010) – Members of the Orange County credit union community have teamed up to form the first local Credit Unions for Kids Advisory Board for CHOC Children’s.  The group is committed to gaining support from Southern California’s credit unions for CHOC Children’s, a member hospital of the Children’s Miracle Network.
Credit Unions for Kids is a collaboration of credit unions, leagues, chapters and business partners formed to benefit the Children’s Miracle Network, a nonprofit organization dedicated to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for children’s hospitals. Each year, the 170 Children's Miracle Network hospitals, including CHOC, provide the finest medical care, life-saving research and preventative education to help millions of kids overcome diseases and injuries of every kind.
Serving on the Orange County Credit Unions for Kids Advisory Board are:

· Shruti Miyashiro, President and CEO, Orange County’s Credit Union
· Thomas Vigueras, President and CEO, Health Associates Credit Union

· William Birnie, President and CEO, Eagle Community Credit Union

· Laura Szitar, Senior Vice President, Human Resources Development, Financial Partners Credit Union

· Laurie Geoffroy, Vice President, Human Resources, Credit Union Direct Lending

· Attila Morgan, Community Relations Manager, NuVision Federal Credit Union

· LJ Tarman, Vice President, Marketing and Community Involvement, NuVision Federal Credit Union

· Samantha Paxson, Vice President, Marketing, CO-OP Financial Services

· Mark Steiman, Chief Human Resources Officer, Kinecta Federal Credit Union

· Dana Schuller, Vice President, Branch Operations, Schools First Federal Credit Union

· Lynda Savoit, Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Orange County’s Credit Union

· Traci Monson Regional Director, Children’s Miracle Network

· Breanna Weeks, Manager, Children’s Miracle Network, CHOC Children’s

-More-
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Orange County for Kids Advisory Board

The Orange County Credit Unions for Kids Advisory Board is chaired by Shruti Miyashiro, president and CEO, Orange County’s Credit Union.  According to her, “There is no greater fear for a parent than knowing your child is gravely ill.  Fortunately in Orange County, we have a tremendous resource in CHOC, which serves more than 200,000 children every year regardless of their families’ ability to pay.  And, with credit unions’ long-standing social purpose of ‘people helping people,’ a partnership between CHOC and local credit unions is a natural fit.”
The goal of the Orange County Credit Unions for Kids Advisory Board is to organize the efforts of local credit unions to increase fundraising and awareness for Children’s Miracle Network and CHOC Children’s in the Orange County community.  The inaugural board has set a fundraising goal of $150,000 for 2010, and hopes to achieve this goal by participating in National Miracle Jeans Day, the California and Nevada Credit Union League Wine Auction in Dana Point, local balloon sales and events.  
For information about the Advisory Board, please contact Breanna Weeks at 714-289-4027.

About CHOC Children’s

CHOC Children's is exclusively committed to the health and well-being of children through clinical expertise, advocacy, outreach and research that brings advanced treatment to pediatric patients. Affiliated with the University of California, Irvine, CHOC’s regional healthcare network includes two state-of-the-art hospitals in Orange and Mission Viejo, several primary and specialty care clinics, a pediatric residency program, and four centers of excellence - The CHOC Children’s Heart, Cancer, Neuroscience, and Orthopaedic Institutes.

CHOC is one of only eight children’s hospitals in the nation named a “2009 Leapfrog Top Hospital,” and the only children’s hospital in California to ever earn the Silver Level CAPE Award from the California Council of Excellence.  CHOC is also among an elite group of hospitals awarded Magnet designation, the highest honor bestowed to hospitals for nursing excellence.  Recognized for extraordinary commitment to high-quality critical care standards, CHOC is the first children’s hospital in the United States to earn the Beacon Award for Critical Care Excellence.
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